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Communication, M.S. 

¢ Ret urn co: Undergraduat e & Graduate Degrees 

T he Master of Science in Communication d egree p rogram prov ides concentrat ions in Advertising, 

International Communicatio n, lmerpersonal/ Organizational Communication, Mass Communicat ion 

(Broadcasting and Journalism) , and Public Relat ions. Each concentration incorporates substantial 
p reparatio n in research and theory, and of fers o ppo rtuni t ies for hands on experience. 

Prer equisites 

Mult iple criteria are used for admission to t he communicatio n grad uate prog ram. Ap pl icants must 

submit satisfactory Grad uate Record Examinatio n scores prio r to acceptance. The minimum 

requirements for regular admissio n into the program are a GRE scor e of 287 overall and 14 5 on the 

verbal portion. The minimum grade- po int average accepted is 2 .8 o n a 4 .0 scale. Appl icants also 

must submit official t ranscript s, three letters of recommendation, and examples of their writing. 

Internat ional appl icants who do not ho ld a degree from a U. S. institut ion must provide proof of 

English language p roficiency by submitting satisfactory TOEFL(minim um l 00 on the internet- based 

exam) or IELTS (7) scores. 

Applicants must submit transcripts showing satisfactory g rades for 12 credit hours of communicat ion 
courses app ropriate for their concentratio n, or they must document equivalent professional 

experience. If an appl icant lacks foundation courses o r equ ivalent professio nal experience relating to 

the concentrat ion in wh ich he/ she proposes to stud y, up to six c redit hours of preparatory 

coursework wil l be required from among 300 and 400- level cou rses. Tho se cou rses will n ot co unt 

toward the M,5, degree, 

Cours e Requirements 

A Maste r of Sc ience in Commu nicat io n may be pursued through ei the r o ne of two tracks : one 

terminates w ith a t hesis and the other w ith compreh ensive examinations an d a professio nal oriented 

p roject. The thesis t rack requires 30 credit hours of which six credit hou rs must be supervised thesis 

research, CMCN 599 . Stud ents completing t he non- thesis t rack must complete 3 3 cred it hours of 

which three credit ho urs must be a supervised p rofessional research project. Th e p roject will be 

completed in d irected indiv idual study, CMCN 59 7 or CMCN 598. Proj ects may include, but ar e not 

l im ited to, advert ising or PR campaigns, documentary v ideos, corpor ate and o rgan izational t raining 

seminars, and publ ished multi - part series j o urnalist ic w orks. Written comprehensive examination s, 
and an oral defense of the same, are also req uired for non- thesis students. 

All maj or s must complete a four-course core, p referably in their fi rst two semeste rs: 

Core Courses 

• CMCN 502 - Communication Theory 3 Credit(s) . 

• CMCN 504 - Grad uate Research 3 Credit(s). 

• CMCN 50 5 - Communication Resear ch Design and Analysis 3 Credit(s) . 

• CMCN 50 8 - Communication Law and Ethics 3 Credit(s) . 

N ote: 

If your transcript show s t hat you have passed an underg raduate communication law- and 

eth ics cour se less than three years old , you may su bstit ute anothe r graduate level cou rse in 

communicatio n. 
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ConracrUs 

Foundation Cou rses 

In add ition, eac h stud ent must complete t he foundatio n course (s) in his / he r res peceive 
conce ntration: 

• CMCN 583 - Organizat ional Comm unicat io n 3 Credit (s). (Organizational Communication 
Concentration) 

• CMCN 589 - Inter personal Commun ication 3 Credi t(s). (Interpersonal Communication 

Concentrat ion) 

• CMCN 51 1 - Jou rnal ism and Mass Communication 3 Cred it(s). (Mass Communicat ion 

Concentrat ion) 

• CMCN 529 - Pub l ic Relat ions Management 3 Cred it(s). (Public Relations Concentration) 

• CMCN 528 - Publ ic Relat ions Publics 3 Credit(s). (Public Relations Concentrat ion) 

• CMCN 53 5 - Adverti sing 3 Credit(s). (Advertis ing Concentrat ion) 

Note: 

Advisors may not waive required courses. If foundatio n courses fail to meet minimum 

enroll ments and st udems are nearing graduation, stud ents may be g ranted per mission to 

complete this requirement in an independent study, CMCN 597 or CMCN 598, with a faculty 

member qual if ied to teach t he material. 

Note(s) 

All other registrat io n must be in 400(G)- level (for senio rs and gr aduate students) o r 500- level and 

above (for graduate students only) courses . Majors may choose a max imum of thr ee 400(G) co ur ses. 

Proj ect t rack stud ents may take a maximum of four 400(G) courses. When taki ng a 400(G} cour se, 

graduate students wil l be expected to complete additio nal, gradu ate- level, work in addit ion to the 

w ork assig ned to underg rad uate students in the cou rse. T he remainder of the communication 

courses for a degree must be selected from among 500 - level co urses. A l isting of 400(G) and 500 -

level courses is available elsewhere in this catalog. Please note: Some 4 00(G) courses may have 

underg raduate pr erequ isit es t hat, if requ ired by the instructor, w ill not count toward your degree. 
The Department of Communicat ion accepts up to six hours of appropriate t ransfe r c redit. Student s 

who have com pleted the req uired cou rses, but not a thesis o r com prehensive exami nat ions wil l 

register for CMCN 599 Thesis Research and Thesis, CMCN 595 - Professio nal Proj ect, o r CMCN 899 

Examinat ions Only, as a cont inu ing regist ration cou rse while t hose stud ents are completing the 
thesis or t he comprehensive examinatio n req uirement. Students must be enrolled in a 

communicatio n cour se during the semester they complete their program. 
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